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Expectations


This class is designed to enhance your knowledge and understanding of literature that is unique to America.  Additionally, this class will push you to think about serious issues and types of writing that you may not have thought about or been exposed to before.  You will work hard.  You will improve as a reader, writer, and critical thinker.  You will learn to appreciate different types of literature.     

My expectations: I expect you to take this course very seriously. We are working on improving the skills you already have and introducing you to skills that you will be expected to master while in high school.  I expect you to be open to learning new ideas and improving in the areas you need to improve upon. 
What you can expect: You can expect me to teach you meaningful skills and concepts. You can expect to have an important role in your own learning. Most importantly, you can expect me to come to work every day to help ensure that you succeed.

Our Responsibilities: I am most directly responsible for your learning.  You are most directly responsible for being willing to learn.  To use an analogy:  If we were playing football, I am your quarterback, you are the receiver.  I’ll do my best to get you the ball, but you must catch it!
Positive Classroom Environment
I will not deal with any behavior that takes away from a positive classroom environment. 
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Final note on the rules and expectations:


These are the expectations.  You will follow them.  Failure to follow them will result in consequences.  
The consequences are:
1. Verbal Warning

2. Student Conference- apology

3. Conference/Parent Phone Call

4. Administrative Disciplinary Action
If students excel at meeting the classroom expectations there will be positive reinforcements.  These incentives are as follows:

1. Recognition

2. Positive phone calls home

3. Learning

4. Extra credit to tests

5. Additional reinforcers 

Course Description

This is American literature, and, as a result, we will focus on only American authors; however, we will examine many authors that pose different views of this essential question, what does it mean to be American?  This course will progress chronologically, meaning we will examine literature from the beginning of America and Puritan society through the present time.  While doing this, we will focus our efforts on becoming better readers and writers by driving home essential skills that will allow you to be successful later in life or in college.  In general, you can expect the course to follow this outline:

Unit 0: Course Overview/Investment/Orientation

Unit 1: Reflection in Values and Beliefs…are they American? 

Unit 2: Voices of the First Americans

Unit 3: Voices of the Founding Fathers

Unit 4: Voices from the 19th Century

Unit 5: Final Review (semester 1)

Unit 6: Voices of Women and Poets

Unit 7: Immigrant Voices

Unit 8: Voices from an Era of Upheaval 

Unit 9: The Modern Era

Unit 10: Final Review (semester 2)

Throughout the course you will be tested in a variety of ways through skill based tests to ensure you are grasping the most important skills for you to be successful when you read and write.  Additionally, you will be assessed through Benchmarks, teacher made tests, essays, projects, and presentations.  

Your Grade
Sec. 1: Grading Scale

90-100% -- A




60%-69% -- D

80%-89% -- B




0%-59%-- F or Unacceptable

70% - 79%--C
Sec. 2: Weight in the Grading Scale

Assignments are worth certain percentages. Some assignments will be worth more points than others. Here is a breakdown of how assignments will be weighed.

Do Now’s…………………………………………….. …………………………………5%
In Class work (including journal)………………………………………….......................10%
Homework (used to reinforce material)…………………………………………………..15%

Writing Assignments……………………………………………………………………...35%
Assessments (all tests, quizzes, and lit circles)…………………………………………..35%

Tools
For success in class you need to make sure you bring certain things everyday.  This includes:

1. Pencil/Pen

2. Notebook (you will take this home)

3. Journal (you will leave in class)

4. Book (you need this everyday unless otherwise told)
Class Routines and Procedures:

The following list outlines procedures for almost any event that can occur in a given class period. Make sure you know them. In fact, it is best that you memorize them.

Entering the Classroom:

1. Enter the classroom quietly and begin the Do Now.  

2. After finishing the Do Now you should remain quiet, read the objectives for the day, and be prepared to learn.  
Note: Once you enter the classroom, you will not be allowed to leave unless you have a hall pass. 

Using the bathroom: The period for using the bathroom is only at times when I am not instructing you as a whole or small group. 
Getting the teacher’s attention: Raise your hand to get your teacher’s attention. Do not shout out, “Mr. Devine.” 

Pencil Sharpening: You should sharpen your pencil at the beginning of class or during independent or group work. 
Finishing Work Early: I will normally have activities planned for students who finish work early. Never just put your head down or talk to other students.  
Cleanliness: The floor and desks should be clean at all times. 

Absences: If you are absent, you will need to check the absent binder at the beginning or end of class to find out what you missed for the day you were absent.  You can also check with me or another student.  You are expected to make up all work you missed.
Tardies: It is your responsibility to be to class on time.  We have a small school and plenty of passing time so failure to be to class on time is unacceptable.  If you are late, as determined by my clock, then you will write your name on a sheet by the door.  Being tardy has the following consequences (for each semester):

1. Name on paper

2. Conference
3. Parent Contact
4. Detention

5. + ISS
Measuring Progress

Measuring your progress is absolutely necessary for your own success. The following will deal with ways that will keep track of your progress throughout the year.

Class Goal: We will start off the year by setting a Class Goal to work towards by the end of summer school. We will track this goal every week. You will all also have separate Individual Goals that will focus on your specific areas for needed improvement. The Class and Individual Goals will deal with both reading and writing.
Progress Reports: You will receive progress reports as a tool for checking your grade on a regular basis. These reports will notify you of any improvements that need to be made.

Commitment

In order to achieve success together, we have to commit to the above procedures and consequences. We must all hold high expectations for ourselves so that we can truly achieve our goals and start taking a path that undoubtedly leads to college or other post-secondary goals.
Contact Information:


Again, let me remind you that your education is my top priority. I want and need you to reach out with any questions or comments at any time. We only learn through questions. Below is my contact information:

Mr. Devine
Cell phone: 573-424-1689





Email: nbdgolf@gmail.com
Note: Mr. Devine reserves the right to amend this syllabus as needed.
Respect





Respect for your teacher





*Do not disrupt instruction


*Do not challenge authority


*Work with teacher to achieve your own goals








Respect for yourself





*Complete all assignments


*Participate in all class discussions


*Value your learning





Respect for your peers





*No insulting each other


*No disrupting another’s learning


*No profanity








